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Taylor alumni find creative
ways to stay in touch
Ally Horine

News Co-Editor

Transitions are difficult, especially
when they mean your friends scatter
across the country. Increased distances make staying in touch difficult, and
relationships often fade. It has taken
effort, but many alumni have managed to maintain strong ties with
some of their Taylor friends.
While studying at Taylor, Kevin Diller (’93), associate professor of philosophy and religion,
formed a friend group that still
meets annually.
“It’s sort of a cheesy name, but
we call ourselves The Round Table,”
Diller said.
Life at Taylor for The Round Table started as 10 friends living on
Second Bergwall playing pick-up
basketball together. Their pick-up
games turned into meals together

The Round Table enjoys an annual meeting, bringing their sons along to enjoy the festivities.

and deep conversations late at night
in each other’s dorm rooms.
“It was really such a special time in
our lives when we would just sit in
one of our rooms and debate big ideas
and big questions,” Diller said.
As they entered their senior year,
the group members realized they
wanted a more intentional setting
for these conversations. Not all 10
graduated in 1993, though; a few, including newly hired Dean of Humanities, Arts and Biblical Studies Mike
Hammond, graduated in 1992. Those
who graduated sometimes visited,
joining The Round Table discussions
while on campus.
Though their lives look different
now, The Round Table continues to
meet annually. The group has downsized a little due to different life circumstances, but six of the members
still remain constant. These six are
scattered across the country, from
Florida to Wisconsin to Ohio.
“We thought we should get together
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Couple to spend six
months doing medical
missions after graduation
Gracie Fairfax
Staff Writer

Go to college. Go to medical school.
Become a doctor. For senior Jaeger
Ackerman, this was the plan all along.

While it sounds like the road to success, God took Ackerman on a detour.
After meeting the love of his life
and now-fiancée senior Jordyn
Croasdell on a mission trip to Peru
during the summer before his sophomore year of high school, Ackerman’s life began to change. About a
year after first meeting and developing a strong friendship, Croasdell
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and Ackerman started dating. This
determined man welcomed the joyful, passionate and ministry-minded
spirit Croasdell possessed.
Following her high school graduation, Croasdell took a gap year
and set off for Youth With a Mission (YWAM), where she attended a
three-month discipleship training
school in Australia, followed by a
three-month ministry experience in
Bangladesh.
“YWAM was just such a unique experience in that you kind of got to
set real life aside and specifically use
those six months and just focus on
the Lord and who he is . . . it changed
who I was because of who I understood God to be,” Croasdell said.
When she returned, her family witnessed her changed spirit. Despite
the positive change she experienced,
Croasdell struggled to convey all that
she experienced to Ackerman. How
would he ever understand all she saw
and felt?
“YWAM has always been something
that I wanted to share with him because it was so impactful for me,”
Croasdell said.
It would take some convincing
to change Ackerman’s streamlined
plan to success and a comfortable
future. He had already been accepted to Loma Linda medical school
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in California when Croasdell approached him with the idea of taking a year off to do YWAM as a newly
married couple.
Originally opposed to Croasdell’s
idea, Ackerman continued to pray
and talk to friends and family about
the idea.
“I was pretty against the idea at
first, just because I had my idea of
what I thought my life was going to
look like,” Ackerman said. “But then
through a long series of nudgings
from Jordyn and friends (as well as)
input from her family and my family, we made the decision to actually
look into it and see whether I could
even defer a year to begin with.”
Ackerman continued to look into
the possibility as the pieces fell into
place. Croasdell’s family was supportive of the idea all along, but his
family had to be persuaded. After
looking more into the idea, Ackerman’s father saw the benefit others
experienced from taking a year off
between college and medical school.
Croasdell approached Ackerman in February and gave him an
ultimatum.
She encouraged him to take a
month to seek counsel from God,
apart from the other voices that had
contributed to his decision process.
Friends were a great support in
Stepping continues on page 2
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Goodbye continued from page 1

again every year and stay in each other’s lives,” Diller said. “We would play
pick-up basketball, pray for each other and talk about families—that was
the heart of it.” 		
The six that still meet are purposeful about it. When they meet, they often gather around each other’s cities.
If one member lives in or near a city
with a baseball team, they’ll often try
to catch a game.
Spouses and children complicated schedules as time passed,
but the group eventually found
a solution. Each year The Round
Table meets and takes their children with them. The first year
they brought their sons, and the
following year they brought their
daughters. This year is a year for
the daughters.
While maintaining a brotherhood like The Round Table isn’t
possible for everyone, keeping one
good friend is. Nicole (Sampley ’03)
Parker had a good group of friends
at Taylor, but due to geographic location and various life events, they
haven’t all been together since

Homecoming in the fall of 2008. She
has, however, remained very close
to one friend.
Parker and Allison (Hoekstra ’03)
Weber were tight at Taylor, living together in Fairlane during their junior year before Weber got married.
“Allison and I have this awesome
friendship where we make this effort to see each other every year or
two no matter where we are,” Parker said.
Their friendship has lasted
through many miles and location
changes. Since graduation, Parker and Weber have actually never
lived in the same time zone simultaneously. This hasn’t stopped their
dedication. A few years ago, Parker
was living in Atlanta when she was
diagnosed with diabetes, and Weber
flew out from Arizona the next day
to support her.
When Parker was pregnant with
her son Mikey, Weber happened to
be visiting California for one day
and planned to meet up with Parker.
Coincidentally, Parker went into labor on the day she visited, and Weber was present for the birth of her

Student Development
structure to shift
Changes will increase
efficiency, decrease workload
Julia Oller

News Co-Editor

Beginning next fall, the Student Development office will undergo a personnel restructuring
to increase efficiency and collaboration between offices.
Student Development will be further divided into two departments—
one focusing on student care and the
other encompassing student programming. No new funding will be
required to make the changes and
no additional staff members will be
needed.
Steve Morley, currently the dean of
residence life and discipleship, will
become the dean of students and will
oversee student care offices such as
counseling, residence life, campus
police and the academic enrichment
center. Drew Moser, currently the director of the Calling and Career Office (CCO), will transition into the
role of dean of experiential learning,
where he will oversee the CCO, Office
of Intercultural Programs, TSO, Taylor World Outreach and the Honors
Guild.
The changes mark an effort to reduce
the workload of Skip Trudeau, vice president for Student Development. In the
last several years, his areas of oversight
have expanded to include athletics and
food service. Trudeau directly supervises 10 people at the moment, which will

decrease to four people once the reordering takes place.
“Nobody should supervise 10 people,” Trudeau said. “That’s too many.”
In addition to Morley and Moser,
several other Student Development
employees will also switch roles on
staff. Director of Leadership Programs Cathy Weatherspoon will join
the CCO as the director of internships
and employer relations and assistant
CCO director Jess Fankhouser will take
Moser’s place as the CCO director.
According to Moser, this marks the
first time Student Development has
been restructured in many years, even
though the number of programs and
offices has increased.
“I think it’s good for Taylor and good
for student involvement,” he said. “It
just brings about greater collaboration among all the departments.”
Streamlining the chain of command
means that more meetings will be in
a common place at a common time,
as opposed to scattered throughout
departments. Morley said that in addition to improving student care, the
changes will also show greater care
for Student Development staff.
While certain departments can feel
isolated at times, they will now fit under the wings of either student care or
experiential learning
“Staff members will . . . feel that
much more cared for when they know
they are a part of a team,” Morley said.
While the restructuring is still in
progress, officials said that all pieces will be in place by the end of the
summer.
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Stepping continued from page 1

the midst of doubt. They continued to affirm that doing YWAM was
the right decision. Ackerman asked
friends and family what what they
would do if they were in his position,
and what they thought he should do.
Again and again, people validated,
“This is who you are. This is who you
and Jordyn are.”
Financial and medical issues, as
Ackerman has Crohn’s disease, still
loom over them, but on March 1, they
made the decision that they will be
joining YWAM shortly after their June
20 wedding.
“I made a deadline,” Croasdell added.
Both families are now fully supportive of the idea.
“I think we’ve seen God work in a

lot of ways,” Ackerman said. “What
does it look like for me to lay down
my idealized perspective of what I’m
supposed to do and being more open
to the idea of pursuing what God has
for us?”
Ackerman received additional confirmation on taking a
year of f for YWAM in a dream .
He and Croasdell were in a fur n i tu re st o re , p i c k i n g u p f u r nishings for their new home
in California .
While they were shopping, Ackerman chatted with a man in the
store. He began evangelizing and
sharing the Gospel with him. It
reminded him of what it was like
to share his faith uninhibited. The
man was receptive to the Gospel
and then, for no apparent reason,

best friend’s child.
Because of her relationship with
Weber, Parker and her husband decided to make her the godmother
of their child.
“She’s someone I want in my life
forever, and I want her to know my
son,” Parker said. “We chose someone who we knew would pray over
him and be close with him. We hope
he can go to her if he can’t talk to us
about something.”
Their friendship has lasted 12 years
past Taylor and continues to grow,
regardless of proximity to one another. Through the years, the two
have learned a few tricks to keeping relationships.
“If you want to make your friendships last, you have to prioritize
them,” Parker said. “You also have
to not get your feelings hurt if you
don’t talk for a long time. Those are
the friends that you can keep even
if it’s a long time before you see one
another.”
As seniors leave Taylor, their friendships may not look as though they do
now. But with a little effort, they can
last longer than the four years.

“...I think that the ropes course offers a unique
programming possibility for individuals to grow in
their self-esteem as well as in group dynamics.”
ETR may be facing last days

May 15, 2015

2

FRIDAY

Photograph provided by Nicole Parker

Nicole (Sampley) Parker and Allison (Hoekstra) Weber are still friends 12 years after graduating.

ETR may be facing last days

The Escape to Reality (ETR) high
ropes course will most likely be decommissioned this summer. According to Dean of Students Skip Trudeau,
the ETR course needs significant upgrades and is not sustainable.
“I don’t think—and I’ve looked
at these numbers a few times over
this past semester—it’s never broken even,” Trudeau said. “We charge
people to use it, and it’s never covered the expenses of it, so we’ve had
to subsidize it from Student Development budgets and those kinds
of things.”
However, according to Michael
Berger, former director of the ETR,
this year was the first year they
broke even. As director for the last
two years, one of Berger’s commissions was to make the ropes course
pay for itself.
According to Berger, his first
year ETR staff didn’t quite make
it but were very close. This past
year, the course exceeded the
amount needed and generated a small profit, meaning there
was sufficient funds to pay for all
equipment, staff hours, training,
assessments and maintenance,
among other needs.
The reason the course is not sustainable is that approximately every

20 years, the poles start rotting and
other hard equipment on the course
needs fixing or replacing. According
to Berger, these pieces of equipment
are at the point where they are becoming a safety hazard and need to
be replaced.
To do enough patch work to
make the course safer would cost
$20,000 and to completely replace
everything would cost more than
$90,000, Berger said. When looking at the mission of Taylor, the
ETR complements the mission, but
when looking for places to make
cuts, this isn’t enough to invest that
much money.
“If (they’d) given the course another two or three years, we definitely
could have made it sustainable, but
it would have required a significant
investment right now and that just
couldn’t happen,” Berger said.
The ETR has been at Taylor for 22
years. It became a reality in 1992,
when Taylor alum Jeff Dye donated and built the course with his
organization Experiential Therapists Inc. Dye described the ETR as
experiential therapy, which uses
a combination of low and high
challenges to facilitate therapeutic goals.
The goal of the course was to
get people out of offices, hospitals
and clinics and allow them to “escape to reality” through counseling
and challenging themselves. In fall
2002, Taylor alum Justin Heth (’00)
and Dean of Residence Life Steve

Morley began teaching the Challenge Course Adventures class and
the facilitator training classes, in
addition to adding some low ropes
elements.
Tony Wormgoor, who has been
involved with the course in a number of capacities since 2008, believes the course is very valuable
for both prospective and current
students.
“I think that the ropes course offers a unique programming possibility for individuals to grow in their
self-esteem as well as in group dynamics,” Wormgoor said.
If the ETR is decommissioned,the
challenge course class will have
to be adapted, and the facilitator
training course will no longer be offered. During the summer, camps
will no longer have the option to
use the course, but according to
Trudeau, this likely will not affect
camp attendance.
Also, the facilitator campus job,
which employed about 15 students
this past school year and employs
students over the summer, will no
longer exist. Senior Raegan Flikkema said she worked as an ETR facilitator for at least 10 events this past
fall semester and described it as a
steady job.
Concerning possible future replacements for the ropes course,
Trudeau said that there have been
talks of using the land Taylor owns
on the west side of campus for
leadership centers and adventure
course-type facilities, but nothing
has been finalized.
Trudeau said Taylor had a company come earlier in the year to
evaluate the ETR and create a proposal for what decommissioning
the course would look like costwise. Once this company has made
the proposal, the final decision will
be made.
“It’s going to be a hard call, I
think,” Trudeau said. “I’ve enjoyed
the ropes course, I think lots of people have, but in its current state, we
know we could probably get by another year, but within a very short
time, we’re looking at sinking some
significant new dollars into keeping it safe.”

the couple loaded up their car
and left for California.
“That was the end of the dream. I
woke up the next morning and had
this profound feeling, like ‘Woah,
that’s what it’s going to be like if Jordyn and I are so focused on getting
into medical school and getting out
there that we miss out on the opportunity that’s right in front of us,’” Ackerman said.
Ackerman thought he might be
more effective if he finished his
degree and then did YWAM, but he
soon realized other excuses would
continue to divide him and this
opportunity, even after medical
school.
The couple believes it would be
easy to become self-absorbed as
newlyweds—especially because the

following years will be consumed
with medical school. But, going into
marriage, they want to fight against
that.
“This provides us the opportunity to be incredibly selfish or
incredibly selfless depending on
how we take it,” Ackerman said.
“Just what does that look like
to take those first six months of
our marriage and say, ‘ Yes, we’re
married, but at the same time,
our marriage is completely centered around what God has for
us,’” he said.
Following their wedding in June,
the couple will leave for Tauranga, New Zealand, a week before the
start of the three-month discipleship
training program school and rent a
van to travel around the country for

their honeymoon. Following their
training school, they will head to
the South Pacific for their ministry. YWAM encourages participants
to pray about their placements until God makes it clear where they’re
supposed to be.
During Croasdell’s first experience with YWAM, one of the most
impactful lessons came from a
speaker at the discipleship training school. He said, “When God
asks you to do something, you’d be
a fool to say no.”
Croasdell and Ackerman want
to start their marriage right—and
to begin, they’re giving God their
yes.
If you want to stay updated on their
journey, follow their blog at ackermanadventures.tumblr.com.
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Built in 1992, the Escape to Reality Challenge Course may be decommissioned.

Increased cost of operation
may shut course down
Erika Norton

Co-Editor in Chief
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Taylor students tackle trafficking
Computer science
department assists Tiny
Hands International
Lexie V. Owen
Staff Writer

Taylor computer science majors are
tackling human trafficking in Nepal, Bangladesh and India from their
computers.
According to Tom Nurkkala, associate professor of computer science and
engineering, Taylor’s computer science
department spent the past academic year designing software to assist
Tiny Hands International, a Christian
nonprofit, in its battle against human
trafficking in the countries of Nepal,
Bangladesh and India.
That fight is being waged in partnership with Nepal’s government.
The government and Tiny Hands’ staff
jointly man transit stations on the border between Nepal and India.
At those stations, they watch for
and stop suspicious vehicles carrying abnormal amounts of women

who don’t appear to be traveling together. Tiny Hands border patrollers
then question the women in these
vehicles to discover their knowledge
about their destination. That information is used by Tiny Hands to determine whether or not the women
are being trafficked. The organization also utilizes “red flag” checklists
to determine if a woman is a likely
trafficking victim.
“It’s been a good tool for (Tiny
Hands) to be able to identify likely victims,” Nurkkala said. “But it’s a paper
thing. What they’d like to be able to do
is have (their database) be computerized so they can take better advantage
of the data they’re gathering.”
Last summer, Tiny Hands contacted David Colgan, a Taylor computer
science graduate (’11). Colgan took the
initial forms and turned them into a
computer database. When he couldn’t
continue development, Tiny Hands got
in touch with Nurkkala. Soon after,
Taylor’s computer science department
agreed to take on the existing code.
“We offered to help make (Tiny

Hands) more effective at doing what
they’re doing with trafficking,” Nurkkala said. “We developed Dream Suite
(software), which has a bunch of capabilities like maps of where trafficking is
growing, basic tracking so traffickers
can be prosecuted and a matching feature that fits a trafficker to a suspicious
person who has been stopped before.”
New features are sent to Tiny Hands
in increments. Students have been
working in Nurkkala’s software studios
class to create helpful features for the
Dream Suite software.
Senior computer science major
Adam Keenan said he’s been a part of
the project since his freshman year.
But because there is considerable concern about keeping the project going
at a reasonable pace, Keenan said he
may occasionally come back to Taylor
next year to help some of the younger
students in the class.
“The challenge is that (Tiny Hands
has) a bunch of additional features
they’d like to add to the software,”
Nurkkala said. “And the students can
only go so fast in the class. They do a

From Taylor to the real world
International seniors present
their post-grad plans
Patrick Neer
Staff Writer

With graduation looming, The Echo
explores several Taylor international

students’ post-graduation plans. We
sat down with seniors Desmond Jumbam, Kidane Sarko and Jarrell Smith.

Taylor, he plans to pursue a master’s
degree in public health at Notre Dame
University. Jumbam said he came to
Taylor with the intent to become a
medical doctor.
But as he attended courses relating to public health at Taylor, he realized that while there remained an

Desmond Jumbam
Originally from Cameroon, Jumbam is graduating with a biology major and a minor in biochemistry. After
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“We developed Dream Suite, which
has a bunch of capabilities like
maps of where trafficking is growing,
basic tracking so traffickers can be
prosecuted. . . .”
Taylor students tackle trafficking

3
May 15, 2015

FRIDAY

Photograph provided by Tommy Weber

Computer science students work to counter human trafficking.

lot of great work, but it doesn’t go super quickly.”
In order to speed up the work, the
department got in touch with University Advancement to start a funding campaign for fall semester. The
campaign began May 1 and will end
May 30. Funds will be used to pay student interns to continue work on the
project. Nurkkala hopes to have them

work on software development so the
department can move the software
forward and deliver more features to
Tiny Hands.
With four or five student staff
members being added to the work
being done in the classroom, the
extra hands are expected to make
a difference.

incredible need for medical doctors
in Cameroon, he had a greater opportunity before him.
Jumbam said he feels Taylor did a
good job preparing him for the real
world. He also expressed gratitude to
be finishing his degree here.

and development firm.

Jarrell Smith
Smith, from Nassau, Bahamas, is
graduating with a B.S. in environmental science and a B.A. in developmental economics.
Even before coming to Taylor,
Smith said he always had the assumption that after graduation
he’d be completely ready for the
post-grad life. But after four years
at Taylor, Smith realized it’s not
about being completely ready, but
about having the desire and the basic traits necessary to do the job required. He said Taylor didn’t teach
him those skills but instead reinforced them.
Smith will be spending six weeks
in Harvard University’s Career Discovery Program after graduation to
explore the opportunities available
in urban planning. After the summer, Smith plans to pursue a master’s degree in urban planning and
regional development. He doesn’t
know which graduate school he will
attend, but he would like to enroll
in the University of Florida, where
he has been accepted. With a master’s degree under his belt, he hopes
to establish his own urban planning

Kidane Sarko
Sarko, who’s from Yetebon, Ethiopia,
is graduating with a biology/pre-med
degree and a minor in chemistry.
He told The Echo that Vanderbilt University in Tennessee accepted him into its public health master’s
program.
At Vanderbilt, Sarko will concentrate on global health and community-based work within the program.
After grad school, Sarko said he hopes
to work with non-governmental organizations that focus on building and
reviving communities, or with governmental agencies, such as the United States Agency for International
Development or the World Health
Organization.
Sarko, like Jumbam, switched from
pursuing a more traditional medical
track to public health as he realized
its potential benefits to communities
back home.
Sarko also expressed trepidation at
the prospect of leaving Taylor’s comfortable environment for a brand new
place with different people. But he said
he’s ready to have a bit more responsibility and freedom.
Giving advice to current Taylor students, Sarko warns against making too
many commitments. Instead, he recommends taking it slow by finding a
balance between all of the opportunities Taylor has to offer.

Senior students share their ambitions for post-grad life (From left to right: Desmond Jumbam, Kidane Sarko, Jarrel Smith)
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The U.S. House of Representatives
voted overwhelmingly on Thursday to
pass legislation giving Congress the
right to review, and possibly reject,
an international nuclear agreement
with Iran. The 400-25 vote sends the
legislation to the White House where
Obama is expected to sign it into law.
(Reuters)

Indian Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi has begun a
three-day visit to
China as the two
countries seek to
boost economic
cooperation. (BBC)
Photograph provided by wikimedia commons user Barthateslisa

Photograph provided by U.S. Navy

Photograph provided by wikimedia commons user Paweł Zdziarski

The U.S. House of Representatives
voted to ban the NSA’s mass
collection of telephone data—
phone numbers, time and
duration of calls—as well as
emails and web addresses. (BBC)

The U.N. Security
Council has
condemned both
those behind a coup
attempt in Burundi
and President Pierre
Nkurunziza after
weeks of violence in
the southeast African
country. (Al Jazeera)
Photo provided by Reuters

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry
will leave China “in absolutely
no doubt” about Washington’s
commitment to ensuring freedom
of navigation and flight in the
South China Sea when he visits
Beijing this weekend. Kerry is
expected to warn China that
its land reclamation work in
contested waters could have
negative consequences for
regional stability—and for
relations with the United States.
(Reuters)
Compiled by Joe Friedrichsen
Graphic by Luke Secaur
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THE YEARS GO BY

Seniors reminisce about how college changed them
Compiled by

Austin Lindner, Erin Fuhr & Lindsay Robinson

Miranda Brookshire

Photographs provided by Miranda Brookshire

Photographs provided by Keith Cantrell

“Don’t take yourself too seriously! I have a silly side, and I’m not afraid to embrace it here
because Trojans always like to have fun. Don’t be afraid to say no to things in order to
add margin in your life. Then, use that extra time to say yes to the things you love!”

Raegan Flikkema

Photographs provided by Doug Schaefer

“I hope everyone had the time of their life.”

“Four years felt like four minutes . . . where did the time go?!”

Keith Cantrell

Doug Schaefer

Kharis Schmidt

Photographs provided by Kharis Schmidt

“Freshman year was all about me, I wanted to figure out how I could master college on my own.
Now, I focus on what I can give to this community. As cheesy as it sounds, I’ve always been blessed
by those around me when I have found ways to work at making someone else’s experience better. But I’ve kept my shock value—not one professor can ever remember what color my hair is.”

Photographs provided by Raegan Flikkema

“Try to avoid countdowns—they make the days go too fast. Tell people they’re cool/pretty/smart/look good in ties. What do you have to lose? Most importantly, be yourself.”

Andrew Whitworth

Photographs provided by Andrew Whitworth

“In my time here at Taylor, I’ve learned that although the early bird might get the
worm, two in the hand is water under the bridge with two birds and a stone.”

Moore

Jake Rundell

Photographs provided by Jake Rundell

“When I first came to Taylor I was a lot more self-centered, and made all of my decisions
based upon what I wanted to do and what I felt was best for me. Now, I’ve had four years living with the guys on my floor and working on group projects. Honestly, the best projects I
have done at Taylor have been ones where my best ideas were heard and applied and other people’s best ideas were used and applied, so your strengths cover my weaknesses.”

Photographs provided by Kayleigh Walker

Kayleigh Walker

“In my four years at Taylor, I’ve found myself. I came in a fearful, isecure freshman with an idea
of who God wanted me to be0 but no idea how to get there. My journey at Taylor ha been
life-giving and life-growing. God has used Taylor and all that it is to make a new creation.”

Photographs provided by Kehlay Dunah

Kehlay Dunah

Photographs provided by Zach Reiner

Zach Reiner

“College has been an incredible collection of seasons. It’s been amazing to see how four years of college can change and shape a person.”

“I got lucky during my time at Taylor. Lucky to have been placed on second center Olson with nine
other women who I’d later call my best friends. Four years later, our original crew of ten still lives
together in Wolgemuth. Our hearts break to know that we’ll soon be sent our separate ways. But
even as that happens, our love for each other and collective memories will alway hold us together.”

They’ve all made progress since
freshman year, from being nearly
arrested to nearly hitched.
The best of senior memories
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The FINAL Nugget
“Stop chewing and live.”
Will Severns
Columnist

One hundred and ninety-two
months, endless episodes of Baby
Einstein and a number of diapers I
do not want to think about.
This is your Final Nugget of the
year: a tribute to mom.
Let me explain. For the past
16 years, my mother, Suzanne
Severns, has run an at-home daycare service for working moms in
our city. Every day of the workweek, my mother has taken care
of anywhere from three to five infants up to the age of 18 months.
Why has she done this? To send
all four of her children (I’m the
baby) to this blessed institution
called Taylor.
In other words, she is the reason I
can write you today.
Now, last weekend, I had the
honor of getting down on one
knee and proposing to the love
of my life, Lauren P feifer. The
day was bliss, and I have already
turned down Nicholas Sparks
a skin g for th e d et ai l s. ( Si d e
note—all of the “ring by spring”

or anything else surrounding that
conversation: forget it. There are
great guys at this school , and
there are great girls as well; you
do the math.) With all that being said, I am more thankful for
my mother than any other woman in my life.
And why shouldn’t I be?
I came out of the womb guns
a-blazing. Eleven and a half pounds,
people . . . give the woman an award,
already.
Just ask senior Stephen Herman,
who breaks out of every intramural
circle on “One, two, three . . . MOM!”
Amen, Herm. We would not be here
if it were not for her, and with Mother’s Day last Sunday, I want to remind you to honor your mother
every day. Put down this article and
go give her a call. If you are reading this in class, go take a bathroom
break and do it. She will love to hear
your voice.
I love you, Momma. And you are
the Nugget’s biggest fan. I don’t know
how many people will read this, but
I know you will.
How do I know this? Every week
this year my fiancée has snail-mailed
the Nugget to my mom. I am one
lucky man.

Well there you have it. All my
childhood, I dreamed of a year full
of free nuggets, but I never would
have thought I would be the one
giving them to you. It has been a
joy and a privilege to write these
columns, and a memory I will have
for a lifetime. I love the question,
“If you could go back in time,
what would you tell yourself ?”
And this has been my year-long
shot at answering that question
for you freshman, sophomores
and juniors.
My last prayer for you all is
that you would cling to the truth
in Psalm 16:11, a theme verse for
me this senior year, which says,
“You make known to me the path
of life; in your presence there is
fullness of joy ; at your right hand
are pleasures forevermore.” God,
and God alone, will make known
to you the path of life. Rest in
that today.
Will Severns is a senior, really
hoping he graduates now because
with that heartfelt goodbye, coming
back for more school would be a little awkward.

Will Severns has been honored to write to you this year. Goodbye, Taylor University.

The best of senior memories
Graduating seniors
share some of their best
memories of Taylor
Ian Proano
Contributor

After four years at Taylor, graduating seniors have collected a lot
of memories and interesting stories. Take a look back at these seniors’ favorite memories!

Pick a date, pick a mate
Freshman year, Kayla Gotha

decided to go with her friend
and their pick-a-dates to the Taylor barn after some off-roading.
They went down and explored
for a bit, then headed back toward campus. But their headlights had been spotted, and the
four of them were pulled over by
the Upland police.
The group had their IDs and
registration taken down, and the
four thought they ’d be kicked
out of college before they’d even
settled in. Today, Kayla and her
friend are both engaged to the

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

guys they got pulled over with.
They’ve all made progress since
freshman year, from being nearly
arrested to nearly hitched.

I want you back
Hunter Sims’ favorite memory was
participating in Nostalgia night this
year. He really enjoyed performing “I
Want You Back” by the Jackson 5 with
1 Breu. What his group lacked in vocal
expertise they made up for in charisma. He said it was a great experience
with good friends, and one that he
will remember for a long time.

Swallow saves the day
Zachary Crane cherishes the
memory of running Swallow Robin’s Peter Pan-themed open house
as a PA in 2013. He decorated his
floor for several days, but only a
few people were in costume.
With a half hour to spare, the
guys on his floor arrived decked out
as lost boys, fairies and even mermaids. The night was soon filled
with live-action performances,
sword duels, visitors being locked
in prison and a whole lot of pirate
card games.
The value of R-E-S-P-E-C-T
During a field trip to a mosque
for a Western religions class, Emily

Marvel and her classmates experienced a special intercultural moment. Philosophy professor Kevin
Diller was leading the excursion
and asked the girls on the trip to
think about covering their hair
with scarves.
Emily and the others did and sat
in the back with the Muslim women. The women told the TU visitors that they didn’t have to wear
scarves, but they did anyway. After the service, the Muslim women
sincerely thanked the TU women and said how much they were
touched by the respect shown toward their religion.

The LAST bachelor and bachelorette #TaylorU’s
Austin
Lindner

Gracie
Fairfax

“I think Gracie
is outstanding.
She is the
voice of her
generation.”
–Ben Dulavitch
Photograph provided by Gracie Fairfax

Photograph provided by Gracie Fairfax

“Keep love in
your heart. A life
without it is like
a sunless garden
when the flowers
are dead.”
–Oscar Wilde

Echograms #TaylorU

TOP
TWEETS
Kelly Raver @
 kellyjoftw
I graduate from college in two
weeks and I still can’t go a day
without a Spongebob reference.
#tayloru

danielle marie @
 danimariesolis
last sentence of my ﬁt for life
paper on diets: “sometimes
caring for my body means
allowing myself to eat that second
cookie” #tayloru
Baleigh Hill @
 bbutton6
“Technically they can always ﬁll
spots. It’s kinda like a cemetery.” Jessie #tayloru #2breujoy
Emily Simmons @emsimily
Sometimes I do this cute thing
where I start crying when
professors hand me information
about the ﬁnal exam. #TaylorU
Alyrica Hecox @
 AlyricaJane
There are two types of people
in the world: those who turn
campus phones upside down and
those who turn them rightside up.
#TaylorU
Sara Andler @
 sara_andler13
It’s getting to be that time of
the year where everyone is so
sleep deprived or stressed that
everything is funny. #TaylorU

@gelenbaas518: So happy I got to have the best birthday party ever with my closest Taylor friends. My freshman year has truly been out of this world. #tayloru

@kmeis14: Waiting in incredibly hot and sticky weather to ride the Diamondback. I wouldn’t trade
these girls for the world! #basics #tayloru

Lex @bamsalot
We watched The Amanda Show
for my last small group of the year,
so I guess you could say I’m a
pretty good spiritual leader.

A&E

“I knew that every day I went to work it would
be fun, collaborative, with a single goal in
mind: getting the dang film finished on time.”
“Providence”
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Narrative films are set
and ready to roll
David Seaman
A&E Editor

We want to be loved. We want to be accepted, encouraged and respected by others. Most of all, we—as human beings—want to have a sense of purpose in our lives. These themes interlock
in the narrative filmmaking class’ four short films. On Saturday, the Media Communication Department will screen the short films created by the film students, who have been tirelessly
working all semester for this moment. All of the all-nighters spent editing, audio sweetening and last-minute filming will pay off once these films are presented on the big screen. With luck,
these films may end up in Taylor’s Envision Film Festival next March. Here’s your first look at the four films these seniors have put their hearts into, which will be presented for free to the
public tomorrow at 7 p.m. in Rediger.

“Providence”

“What Used to Be”

Photography provided by Matt Schiller, Elyse Horb and Luke Engel

Director Dane Soderquist describes a scene to cinematographer Zach Reiner during production of “Providence.”

“It only takes a conversation.”
That’s the tagline of “Providence,” which follows a waitress struggling in the aftermath
of her failed suicide attempt.
After a five-minute conversation with a young slacker art
student, both of their lives
change in unexpected ways.
The idea of a simple, hon-

conversation was needed to
create this short film. The group
(which includes editor Caitlin
Korshak, screenwriter Ben Dulavitch, cinematographer Zach
Reiner and sound designer Josh
James) chose to film in Warsaw,
over an hour away from Taylor. Shooting the film required
equipment, meals and lodging

The crew of “Providence” relaxes on set.

est talk between two individuals drives the story of the film.
“I really hope people will see
that it really can take a single
conversation to impact another person’s life,” said director
Dane Soderquist. “You never
know what impact your words
and actions will have.”
Mo re th a n a si n g l e

for entire weekends, according
to producer and Warsaw native
Kharis Schmidt.
“Everywhere we shot in Warsaw is a business who donated
their space to us to contribute
to the art scene in our town,”
Schmidt said.
Despite the simplicity of the
film’s narrative, the scale was

larger behind the scenes.
“You can’t just go out with a
camera to shoot a scene anymore,” Soderquist said. Film
scenes as short as two minutes
needed weeks of preparation,
dozens of papers and a truck
full of gear.
Overall, the process has been
worth it for all members. Soderquist stated that his crew, which
included sophomore script supervisor and director assistant
Elyse Horb, were some of the
best he has worked with. “I knew
that every day I went to work it
would be fun, collaborative, with
a single goal in mind: getting the
dang film finished on time.”
The filmmakers hope the final
production will resonate with
people in all walks of life. Instead
of creating a blatantly Christian
film, the team was more interested in the subtlety of faith.
“Our characters are never
portrayed as praying or seeing
a light and accepting Christ
to ‘change their lives,’” said
Schmidt. “But we have the opportunity to share the hope of
Jesus through this film in a way
a Christian film may not.”

“One for the Mantel”

Photograph provided by Kathy Bruner

The cast and crew of “One for the Mantel” celebrates during production.

There’s always something like
a “Charlie” in a short film: a
scene that has to be cut down
for editing and continuity
purposes.
“We had a scene that was
way too long and had to go
through a difficult revision
process,” said Cadeau Juraschek, editor of “One for
the Mantel.” “(Keith Cantrell)
and I affectionately referred
to this tricky scene as ‘Char-

filming “One for the Mantel”
a fun experience, despite the
occasional “Charlie.” The unfortunate cutting of a favorite scene and adventures with
spoiled food threatened to unravel the film. But through the
tough situations, the filmmakers emerged as a family.
As it so happens, family is
the theme of “One for the Mantel.” The story follows a young
woman pressured by her ob-

Photograph by Hannah Adderley

Director Keith Cantrell reviews his work with crew and friends.

lie.’ It was easier to avoid hating the work needed for that
scene once we gave it an identity and a fun name.”
The creativity and friendship of the cast and crew made

sessive-compulsive mother to
tie the knot. Desperate to get
out her situation, the woman
brings home a homeless man
as her date to make a bad
impression. Events take an

unpredictable turn from there.
Crew members include director Cantrell, screenwriter/
associate producer Luke Secaur, producer Chrissy Guglielmon, cinematographer
Chris Hanson and sound designer Angel Cartwright.
Cantrell, Juraschek, Guglielmon and Secaur have been working as a team since 2012, when
they made a film for the first
annual Red Eye Film Frenzy.
“Because we’ve had so many
chances to work together, we
know how to best rely on each
other’s strengths,” Secaur said.
Working with the cast was
also a huge positive for the
group. “Each actor brought
their unique brand of energy to the set, so we were never bored,” Juraschek said. “By
the time we wrapped, we felt
like a family.”
Because they became a family, the filmmakers hope the
audience for “One for the Mantel” will gain a great appreciation for family as well.
“Admittedly, family is often
messy,” Juraschek said. “But
our team believes that beauty
can be found in even the messiest of moments.”

Photography provided by Trent Stegink

Maria Wood plays on a tire swing in “What Used to Be.”

A daughter unwillingly reconnects with her father in “What
Used to Be.” When Samantha
(senior Jessi Butts) decides to
spend her 20th birthday traveling cross country with her
boyfriend (sophomore Andrew Davis), she stops in her
hometown to retrieve her deceased mother’s last personal possession. Here she must
confront her distant father,
with whom Samantha hasn’t
spoken to in years. Over the
course of a day, the two begin
to reconnect.
Like “The Unknown Country” (another of the narrative
films), “What Used to Be” is
ripe with family issues and
viewing people from different perspectives. At the beginning of the film Samantha sees
her father in a one-dimensional light, but as the story
progresses she begins to understand more about who he
really is.
Co-producer Sarah Topp
hopes people will see the film
as a reminder that no relationship is beyond repair. “We
wanted our film to tackle a
meaningful and realistic issue,

but also provide the audience
with hope,” Topp said. “People
we love can hurt us, but those
wounds can be healed. In our
film, we get a glimpse of that
healing process.”
Director Jay Miller admitted
the biggest challenge was getting the story right.
“I never wanted to settle
for anything uninteresting
or that lacked a heart,” Miller
said. “Even when we had the

Levi Wortley, editor Trent Stegink and sound designer Doug
Schaefer. The teamwork, dedication and collaboration each
member put into the film is a
testament to the relational aspect of the narrative.
Despite the emotional subject matter, Miller’s first and
foremost hope is that people
will be entertained by “What
Used to Be.”
“Hopefully through its mes-

Senior Jessi Butts and her “father” played by actor Matthew Doss.

idea, we took another month
(or so) of finessing to make
the story mold into something personal.”
Besides Topp and Miller, the
“What Used to Be” film crew
includes co-producer Jake
Rundell, cinematographer

sage, it will give people hope
that relationships can be
mended again with effort,”
Miller said. “If it moves people in any way and provides
an outlet for what people have
been through, then I will have
done my job.”

“The Unknown Country”

The cast and crew of “The Unknown Country” rests after a long day at work.

A fo st er grandparent ’s
death forces two foster
brothers (played by sophomore Josh McElroy and
younger actor Tyler Sells)
to make a rash decision to
stay together in “The Unknown Country,” another
film rich in themes of family drama and tense relationships. Loosely based
on one of the filmmakers’
own life experiences, the
film explores human identity and each person’s own
view of another.
“Taking a project from
script to screen is a fantastically creative process,”
said co-producer Jonathan
Eshleman. “I thrive in this
type of collaborative, creative environment.”
The partnership of crew
and cast with strangers
helped make “The Unknown
Country” the film it is. Many
days and nights were spent
knocking on doors and making cold calls to strangers; a
large number of people and
professionals were needed
for big, evocative scenes.
“Many turned us down,
but when someone helps

you realize your vision, it’s
so inspiring,” Eshleman
said. “Overall, no one can
make an interesting film
by themselves and must
bend to the collaborative
nature of filmmaking.”
Joining Eshleman in this
vision are director Alex
Cook, co-producer Erin
Fuhr, editor/cinematographer Mike Metzler, cine-

Photography by Erin Fuhr

deadline, and permissions
for shoots fell through at
times. But dead ends also
led to openings. Last-minute shoots led to incredible
scenes, including one near
the end the film students
wish to keep secret until
screening.
In the end, the crew’s biggest wish is that people to
walk away from “The Un-

Tyler Sells and sophmore Josh McElroy portray brothers in the film.

matographer Conor Olstad
and sound designer Austi n Hab l e . Th ere w ere
challenges in the production : 30-plus hours per
week were needed to meet

known Country” wanting
more. “I want people to forget they’re watching a film,”
Eshleman said. “I want them
to be in the film.”

OPINIONS

Taylor employs approximately 125 faculty
and 325 staff, I wonder how many regularly
get thanked for the work they do for us—and
how often their work goes unnoticed.
Everyday heroes
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Reflect on the positive memories from Taylor University.
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Ally Horine

News Co-Editor

I remember the first time I met one.
I was a freshman sitting in the
DC with my wing, enjoying conversation, when he came over. He was
good friends with my PA, and after
he spoke a few words, I deduced
he was a senior. He started talking
about how he couldn’t wait to leave
Taylor and how much this placed
sucked.
I just remember thinking, “Then
why did you come here?” I couldn’t
understand why someone would be
so angry about this place—which
I thought was close to perfect. After he left, I labeled him something
I vowed never to become: a cynical senior.
Fast forward to junior year. A little older and a little wiser, I realized
Taylor definitely wasn’t the magical
place I had believed it to be. I grew
tired of the traditions and was emotionally done with living in the dorms.

I had no desire to partake in things
like Airband or pick-a-dates, and I
started leaving on the weekends to
avoid them.
I saw Taylor’s flaws, but instead
of embracing and working through
them, I complained. I don’t know how
it happened, but one day I woke up
and realized I had become the cynical senior. Worse yet, I wasn’t even
a senior.
The unfortunate thing about cynicism is that it bleeds into other areas
of your life—you can’t just be cynical
about one thing. I grew bitter, focusing only on the negative. It started
with Taylor, but eventually grew into
being cynical against Christianity and church. I wanted to be done
with it all.
I couldn’t be myself. I felt trapped
in the bubble, comparing Taylor to
other schools that I believed treated
their students like adults. I was bitter
about what I thought to be oppressive
rules and weird social pressures, particularly in the dorms.
I left in a hurry at the end of my junior year, hardly saying goodbye to

anyone. I could not wait to get out
of Upland and to be free from Taylor,
even for a few short months.
About halfway through the summer, I began to peel back the bitterness and question why I was
so angry at the place I once called
home. I thought about my classes,
my friends and those times I spent
alone in my suffocatingly small room
in Olson. I thought about what life
would be like if I went somewhere
other than Taylor.
As I pondered all this, I realized
something: aside from the cynicism,
I liked how Taylor had shaped me. I
loved the people I met there and had
an abundance of great memories with
friends. I had professors who cared
about me, and people who wanted to
see me succeed.
I learned the importance of empathy and listening while at Taylor, and
I learned the world is bigger than me.
Though I could still point to things
that frustrated me, I began to appreciate what I had.
In these moments, the bitterness
and anger transformed into gratitude.

A switch had flipped, and suddenly
I understood the importance of accepting circumstances and rejoicing
in suffering. The beautiful thing about
life is that we get to choose how we
respond to adversity.
One of my favorite song lyrics is by
a band called Nana Grizol. The lyrics from their song “Cynicism” read,
“Cynicism isn’t wisdom, it’s a lazy way
to say that you’ve been burned. . . .”
That’s who I became—a person who
had been frustrated, but instead of
facing my pain, I complained and let
it overtake me.
When we feel burned, I think we
have two options: Let bitterness take
root, or learn from the pain. Letting
circumstances change you takes
work, and so does being thankful. I
know I am not the first person who
has been bitter or frustrated with
Taylor. And I will not be the last.
I have learned an important lesson: can’t get lazy with my cynicism.
It overcomes me, and turns me into
something ugly, something very different than who I was made to be. Instead, I must push through the pain,
let others help me, and be thankful
God placed me here.
If there’s one thing I’ve learned, I
don’t want freshmen to remember
me as a cynical senior.

Everyday heroes The final act

Appreciate staff, faculty
who go above and beyond
Rebecca Schriner
Copy Editor

I was locked out of my car, late to
work and still on hold—for the second time—with AAA. Who swooped
in to save the day? Jeff Wallace, our
TU chief of police. He came to my rescue just in time.
I don’t know our chief very well, but I
wish I did. He handles mini-emergencies
every day. He’s just doing his job. And I
appreciate it.
Taylor employs approximately 125 faculty and 325 staff, I wonder how many
regularly get thanked for the work they
do for us—and how often their work
goes unnoticed.
During classes registration week, I was
surprised by the number of students who
said they didn’t know their professors’
names from this past semester.
Wow. If we don’t care about our professors, who are possibly the only staff we
have daily contact with, how could we
appreciate many of Taylor’s employees?
For example, professors deliberately
get know us by name and ask for prayer
requests and set aside time to help us
outside of class. They truly want to get
to know us, and we should want to get

to know them. Sometimes professors can
seem unapproachable because they’re
adults. I hate to break it to you, but most
of us are adults, too. They are dealing with
medical, family and faith issues, just like
the rest of us.
This semester, I arrived an hour early for my two o’clock class every Monday, Wednesday and Friday to talk with
a member of the Nussbaum cleaning staff,
Heidi. It started with me and a couple
friends talking about internships when
she jumped in to ask where we would be
interning. Half an hour later, we found out
that she worked as a waitress at Disney
World. After weeks of getting to know
her, I’ve heard her testimony and learned
about her fears and dreams. It is the coolest thing to know she trusts me enough
to share her story.
Now that the semester is ending, I’d like
to challenge you to take a couple minutes
to talk with our faculty and staff. Ask
them how their days are going, talk about
your summer plans or boldly ask them
about their stories. If you want to take
it one step further, find a sincere way to
thank them for their hard work, whether
it’s baking cookies or writing notes. They
have a right to know that we care and appreciate them.
Our faculty and staff can’t read our
minds to know we love them, and in my
eyes they’re heroes.

In closing, classmates,
take heart: ‘Your ending
is not a tragedy’
Nichole Parks

That’s an ending I’d like to see.
Dear person reading, you’ve been
a great audience. I feel like we’ve gotten to know each other throughout
the semester, so I’m gonna be honest. Here, in this moment, with fiOpinions Editor
nals straight ahead, I feel empty. By
Tell you what. I’m not exactly a Shake- that, I mean that if my classes ask any
speare groupie, but it was a midsum- more of me, they’ll have to take it out
mer night in an Oregon vineyard that in blood.
felt more like Venice. There was pizza,
a blanket and Romeo.
Right before Juliet . . . well, you
I’m not stupid.
My cousins had promised the
know . . . Gabe elbowed our
outdoor theater was worth a
older, more cultured cousin
numb butt on the hillside. They
Joe and asked him, “Why don’t
weren’t wrong.
they just run away together?”
“Romeo and Juliet” transitioned
from one act to the next as the starry night provided the perfect curtain.
There, in that moment, with Gabe to
I don’t have any right to ask a famy left, Irena to my right and Juliet vor. You’ll just have to forgive me.
bemoaning straight ahead, I felt full. Because as you transition to finals,
Of course, that could’ve just been the I need you to take heart. You’ve
thin-crust talking.
got more fight left than you think.
I wish I could say we all felt Chin up, superstar. The fat lady
the same.
didn’t sing.
Right before Juliet . . . well, you
Your ending is not a tragedy. Roknow . . . Gabe elbowed our old- meo and Juliet already have dibs on
er, more cultured cousin Joe and that anyway.
asked him, “Why don’t they just run
away together?”
I don’t care what the critics say.

We heard your voice. Thank you.
In the Opinions section, we value your perspective more than most anything else. Thank you for sharing your
thoughts and discussing significant topics on our campus this year. We look forward to picking up the
conversation in the fall.

TROJAN NATION

“These athletes have had some amazing
performances, and I’m looking for them to carry
those over to the national championships.”
Final stretch
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Leading by example

Photograph by Shannon Smagala
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Both players played key starting roles for the Trojans in 2014.

McKenna and Borst have each given four years of leadership to the defense of the TU football team.

Defensive stars set
presedent for future

a thing of the past for the seniors who
are moving on to careers after Taylor. Their hearts will yearn to play just
Chris Yingling
one more game.
But for senior defensive playSports Editor
ers Taylor Borst and Dan McKenna,
The game of football is a 60-minute they’ll miss the bus rides to and from
battle of position, possession and games the most.
“We’d play mafia on the back and
passion. It’s a contest full of hard
hits, huge decisions, teamwork and get really heated,” McKenna said. “We
grit. The 80-man football team’s co- have so much fun and bond as friends.”
hesiveness decides the outcome of
While most would dwell on games
each game.
past, Borst and McKenna will miss
As Taylor’s 2014 season came to the bonds shared with their fellow
an end, a new crop of seniors found football players. After countless
themselves playing their last snaps of hours spent battling on the gridcollegiate football. The collisions, big iron, healing in the training room
plays and adrenaline rushes become and laboring in the weight room, the

senior defensive leaders will miss the
friendships most.
McKenna had huge shoes to fill
this year, stepping in to replace the
stellar Isaac McGaughey (’14) as
leader of the linebacking core. Under the leadership of McKenna, the
defensive front seven helped force
16 fumbles, including a game-saving play in a win against Robert
Morris this season (which McKenna recovered).
Borst has been a leader in the secondary for the last few years. He leaves
the defensive back end in good hands
under the leadership of All-American
safety and junior Adam Sauder.
Both great defensive players

attribute their success to the dedication and character of their coaches.
“It’s much easier to play for someone when they believe in you,” Borst
said. “(Defensive coordinator Avant
Mitchell and assistant coach T.J. Ragan) have added that new spark to our
team. They’ve backed that up by caring for the guys on and off the field.”
“Those guys believe in us, no matter what situation we’re in,” McKenna
added. “It’s great to have that support
system. They’ve really made a 180 in
the defensive mentality.”
In the fall, McKenna will be working as an assistant portfolio manager
in Wheaton, while Borst will remain
in Upland after graduation as he

pursues a teaching career.
Both men strived to be leaders
among their defensive comrades
on the field, while also being lights
off the field. As freshmen, both guys
came into the Taylor football locker
room out of place, not sure of their
position on the team. Senior leaders
encouraged them during their underclassmen years and set a precedent until they became senior
leaders themselves.
“We’ve really had to climb the ladder ourselves as freshmen,” Borst said.
“We’ve come from the bottom and had
to work our way up.”
They’ve finally reached the top of
the ladder. It was one heck of a climb.

Sakeuh and senior Kayla Liefeld
placed third and met the NAIA A standard with a time of 47.87.
Among the men, sophomore Matt
Hall continued his success, placing
sixth in the 5,000 meter run with
a time of 14:43.60. Senior Brandan
Field Invitational hosted by North overall in the 800 meter race with a Wilchombe torched the track to place
Central College.
time of 2:16.67. Though Hawks didn’t second in the 110 meter hurdles with
Both Trojan teams ended the reg- top the leaderboard at the Dr. Keeler a time of 14:51. Both seniors Ethan Evular season, and they did so in com- Invitational, her time broke a 30-year- ans and Kenny Higgins and rounded
manding fashion. While the men’s old school record, slotting her atop all out their college careers with Evans
team placed multiple athletes in the TU female 800 meter runners.
placing fourth in the 10,000 meter run
The women’s 4x100 relay team of with a time of 31:38.54, while Higgins
top 10, the women’s team shattered a
sophomore Tara Monfredi, juniors placed seventh in the hammer throw
long-lived TU record.
Junior Jane Hawks placed 12th Courtney Thompson and Princess and eighth in the discus.

With the regular season ending, the
NAIA National Championships are
next on the docket for Taylor. The
events will take place in Gulf Shores,
Alabama, on May 21–23. Taylor enters
the NAIA National Championships
with a large contingent of athletes
and the hopes of bringing home the
hardware.
“This has been a very exciting year,”
head coach David Neville said. “One
of ups and downs. These athletes
have had some amazing performances, and I’m looking for them
to carry those over to the national championships.”

Final stretch
Several excel in last
chance before Nationals
Kyle Keck

Sports Writer

The Taylor men’s and women’s track
and field teams crossed their final
finish line at the Dr. Keeler Track &

Senior Athletes of the Year

Tim & Kristiana Daniels
Year

Seniors

Tim’s position

Center-Mid

Kristiana’s position

Goalkeeper

How they met

Bowling date between men and women’s
soccer

Tim’s senior accomplishments

All-Crossroads League First Team, NCSAA
All-Mideast Region Second-Team

Kristiana’s senior
accomplishments

4x Crossroads League Defensive Player of the
Week, Academic All-Crossroads League Team

Photography provided by Tim Daniels

